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MARIEMONT

A NATIONAL HISTORIC LANDMARK

Written by Karen Sullivan

On June 19, 2013 The National Trust for Historic
Preservation named Mariemont as one of

the 11 Most Endangered Historic Places in
America in response to the Ohio Department
of Transportation’s proposed relocation of
SR32 through the South 80 Park, which is an
integral component of John Nolen’s original
design. Considered to be Nolen’s masterpiece,
Mariemont was awarded National Historic
Landmark status in 2007. Located 10 miles
east of Cincinnati, Ohio, Mariemont is one of
America’s most important precedents of town
planning, adapting elements of the Garden City

HISTORY

Mariemont was envisioned to be a “National
Exemplar,” a community where citizens could
enjoy a variety of housing choices. Beyond
designing the master plan and landscape,
Nolen influenced the selection of architects
for public and private buildings. Nolen was
persistent that utilities for Mariemont be buried
to preserve views, an important element of his
intent.
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Also, streets were shaped and sized for traffic
calming, a strategy that is emulated in Smart
Growth best practices today. This square mile
village offers residents a connection to nature
and the countryside. Included in Nolen’s
design was the 80 acres of fields in the Little
Miami floodplain, now formally designated as
the South 80 Park, and the dedicated parkland
is a vital part of Mariemont’s character.

A distinctive feature of Mariemont is the
strong relationship between natural features
and constructed elements. Constructed with
indigenous stones, the pergola was intended
to “be the center of the greatest gatherings”
on the concourse. The Village of Mariemont

. has an unusually high degree of historic

integrity. Looking out from the concourse
today, the landscape is remarkably close to
the vista that inspired Nolen almost a century
ago, including the historic railroad bridge
constructed in 1920. This structure is one of the
few examples of riveted steel Baltimore trusses
in the area. The concourse continues to be a
place for community gatherings and events,
a testament to the success of Nolen’s design
and Mariemont’s commitment to preserving his
intent.
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~ PHOTOGRAPH MYSTERY CHALLENGE

| Does this face look familiar? We will list the
, architectural detectives who let Heritage Ohio know
s the correct place in our next issue!
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